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Agenda No   
 

AGENDA MANAGEMENT SHEET 
 

Name of Committee 
 

Cabinet  

Date of Committee 
 

9th March   

Report Title 
 

Establishment of Warwickshire's 
Safeguarding Children Board 

Summary 
 

This report details the requirement for Warwickshire 
County Council to establish a local safeguarding 
children board to agree and oversee the 
arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare 
of children in the County. 

For further information 
please contact: 

Victoria Gould 
Principal Solicitor 
Tel:  01926 736125 
victoriagould@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Dr Vic Tuck 
Warwickshire 
Safeguarding Children 
Development Officer 
Tel:  01926 731141 
victuck@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Would the recommended 
decision be contrary to the 
Budget and Policy 
Framework? 

No.  

Background papers 
 

Children Act 2004 

       
CONSULTATION ALREADY UNDERTAKEN:- Details to be specified 
 
Other Committees X Children and Young People Strategic Partnership 

Board – 3rd March 
 
Local Member(s)     
 
Other Elected Members X  Councillors Richard Grant, Helen McCarthy and 

Jill Dill-Russell 
 
Cabinet  Member X Councillor Izzi Seccombe – Cabinet Member for 

Children’s Services – supports the proposal 
 
Chief Executive     
 
Legal X    
 
Finance    
 
Other Chief Officers     
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District Councils    Via Area Child Protection Committee 
 
Health Authority    Via Area Child Protection Committee 
 
Police    Via Area Child Protection Committee 
 
Other Bodies/Individuals 
 

 Children Act Project Team, Children Services 
Group and the Area Child Protection 
Committee/Warwickshire Safeguarding Children 
Board  

FINAL DECISION  
 
SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS:    Details to be specified 

 
Further consideration by 
this Committee 

    

 
To Council    
 
To Cabinet 
 

    

 
To an O & S Committee 
 

    

 
To an Area Committee 
 

    

 
Further Consultation 
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  .....................................................Agenda No    
 

  Cabinet -  9th March. 
 

Establishment of Warwickshire's Safeguarding Children 
Board 

 
Report of the Strategic Director of Performance and 

Development and the Strategic Director of Children, Young 
People and Families 

 
Recommendation 
 
Cabinet is recommended to establish a Local Safeguarding Children Board for 
Warwickshire with the membership and terms of reference as set out in the attached 
Draft Constitution. 
 
 
Background 
 
1.1 The Children Act 2004 directs Children’s Services Authorities to establish a 

Board to co-ordinate what is done by each of its local partner organisations to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children in its area by the 1st April 2006 
(s13–s15).   These will be known as Local Safeguarding Children Boards.  They 
will replace the Area Child Protection Committees which were set up under 
Statutory Guidance.  For the first time there is a duty laid out specifically in a 
statute for all Children’s Services Authorities and their partners to co-operate 
with each other in meeting the objectives of the Board and to ensure the 
effectiveness of what is done by each of them to this end. 

 
1.2 The membership is, in part, also dictated by the Act and includes the police, 

probation, youth offending teams, health authorities, Trusts, Connexions, 
CAFCASS, and governors of prisons etc.  In addition to these members the 
Children’s Services Authority may invite others to be represented on it having 
consulted their Board partners. 

 
1.3 Any member of the Board may contribute towards the cost of establishing and 

running it. 
 
1.4 Under the Local Safeguarding Children Boards Regulations 2005 the authority 

which establishes the Board must, after consultation with their Board partners, 
appoint a person to chair the Board.  The Regulations list specific functions of 
the Board as being to: 

• develop policies and procedures for safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children in its area 
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• communicate to persons and bodies in the area the need to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children  

• monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of what is done by the 
authority and its board partners individually and collectively to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children, and to advise on ways 
to improve 

• participate in the planning of services for children in its area 
• undertake reviews of serious cases and advising the authority and its 

partners on lessons to be learnt 
 

1.5 From April 1st 2006 each Local Safeguarding Children Board may (and from 1st 
April 2008 they shall) also collect and analyse information relating to any death 
of a child in its area with a view to identifying matters of concern affecting the 
safety and welfare of children and any public health or safety concerns arising 
from the deaths of children.  The Boards shall also put in place procedures for 
ensuring a coordinated response to any unexpected death of a child.  

 
In Warwickshire 
 
2.1  In Warwickshire the proposed members of the Warwickshire Safeguarding 

Children Board have already met and agreed a draft Constitution setting out the 
aims and objectives of the Board and how the partners intend to work together.  
The draft Constitution is attached to this report.  It is envisaged that the Draft 
Constitution will be kept under review by the Board and amended and improved 
from time to time to accord with Regulations, Guidance, and best practice. 

 
2.2 The proposal and Draft Constitution were presented to the Children Act Project 

on the 30th January 2006 and the Project agreed and endorsed the Draft 
Constitution and recommended its endorsement and adoption by the Children 
and Young People’s Strategic Partnership Board and Cabinet. 

 
2.3 The Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership Board considered the 

proposals at its meeting on the 3rd March.  Their comments and 
recommendation will be available too late for inclusion in this report and will be 
shared with Cabinet at the meeting. 

  
Recommendation: 
 
Cabinet is recommended to establish a Local Safeguarding Children Board for 
Warwickshire with the membership and terms of reference as set out in the attached 
Draft Constitution. 
 
David Carter  Marion Davis 
Strategic Director of Performance 
and Development 

 Strategic Director of Children, Young People 
and Families 

Shire Hall 
Warwick 
 
February 2006 
 


























